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KL2: Breeding of horticultural plants in Lithuania: an overview

Audritrs Sasnauskast , Vidmantas Bendokasr, TacJett,ias Silrinianost, Dalia Gelvonattskienel , Rytis
Rugienittst, Bronislovas Gelvonattskis2, Birttte Frerckst,Ingrida Maieikienet, Attrelifus Starkust, Rasa
Karklelienel, Attdrius Raclzeviiittst, Danguole Jtikeviiieni, ttliiole Maroikienet, Eugenijus
Dambraus kasl, Vidmantas Stanvsl
rlnstitute olHorticulture, Lithuanian Research Centre ol'Agriculture and Forestry, Lithuania. E-mail. o.sasnouskas@,]scti.trrPlanr Cene Bank, Lirhuania. +

At Institute of Horticulture, Lithuanian Research Centre of Agriculture and Forestry (IH-LRCAF)
orchard plant breeding is fbcused mainly on pome fruits (Maltts clomestica; Pyrtts commtrnis L.); stone
fruits - sweet cherry (Prunus avittm), sour cherry (Pruruts cerasrts), plum (pritntts domestica L.); small
fruits - blackcurrant (Ribes nigrum), strawberry (Fragaria annanassa; Fragario vesca),wild strawberry
(Fraguria vesca L.), raspbercy (Rubus idaetts); japanese quince (Chaenimeles japonica) and others.
Over 90 new improved fruit cultivars is developed in IH-LRCAF. Research is ioiused on improving
cold hardiness, resistance to diseases and insects, and yield as well as shipping and shelf lif-e qualities; as
well as on fruit quality, plant development and biotechnology applications. ih" p....rvation of genetic
resources is also the primary goal.

49 new vegetable cultivars and hybrids were created at IH-LRCAF since 1987 and the result of all
breeding work is more than 70 cultivars of vegetables and rare plants. Vegetable breeding is focused on:
onion (Allittm cepa), garlic (Allitm sativunt), radish (Rapharus sativus), tomato (Solarutm
lycopersicttm), cucutnber (Cr.tcttmis sativtts),bean (phaseolus vnlgarzs), pepper (Capsicunt cmnrntm), red
beet (Beta wtlgaris), carot (Dauctts sativtts), cabbage (Brassica oleracea) and others. More than 60
species are grown in the collection of rare vegetable and spice plants.
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